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w Eric Qualman 32013, 
The power of social media 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUCfFcchw1w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUCfFcchw1w


Digital Professionalism 

The competence or skill expected of a professional 
when engaged in social and digital communication 
   
(amended from Oxford English Dictionary definition of Professionalism) 

 



Challenges presented by Social 
Media 

• Confusion about the extent to which information 
is private 

• Ease with which information can be broadcast 
• Informality of social networking – can be quite 

easy to fall foul of defamation laws or act 
“unprofessionally” 

• Personal & professional boundaries can be 
rendered porous (J Shreather, BMA 2011) 



CODE OF CONDUCT 



Social media for education 
risks and opportunities 



How social media is being used 

Mishandling of a social media crisis 

http://storify.com/amcunningham/if-something-is-worth-saying-put-your-name-to-it


The law students’ rights to free speech, 
poorly understood by educators 

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2013/09/06/headteacher-anarchist-student-kinnan-zaloom-police_n_3880474.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2013/09/06/headteacher-anarchist-student-kinnan-zaloom-police_n_3880474.html


DIGITAL PROFESSIONALISM 

 – an essential digital literacy 



Digital Footprints 

A Digital Footprint is of interest to; 
 
• You personally 
• Your Profession 
• Your Employer 
• Your Students 

 



You Personally 

How your social media  profile can 
affect your personal life 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-humber-18626870
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-humber-18626870


Your Profession 

Teachers warned about befriending 
students on Facebook 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/9034485/Facebook-and-Twitter-warning-to-teachers-who-befriend-pupils.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/9034485/Facebook-and-Twitter-warning-to-teachers-who-befriend-pupils.html


Your Students 

Images of teachers on social media 

http://www.wtsp.com/news/article/307185/58/Carly-Crunk-Bear-teacher-Carly-McKinney-no-longer-part-of-school-district


Your Employer 

Headteacher mocks child’s mother on Facebook 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2418477/Holmgate-Primary-School-head-Ruth-Swailes-posted-insults-Facebook-parent-brought-MOTHER-sort-out.html




You will be Googled! 

• What will an employer find in 12 months? 
• What will a student/parent find in 5 years? 
• What will your mother in law find in 10 years? 

 
 



Think about your career 



Facebook Resume 

http://mashable.com/2013/08/30/employers-facebook-resume-comic/


Your digital profile  - an asset 

NASA Astronaut Recruits Asked to 
show their Twitter Flair 

http://mashable.com/2013/08/20/nasa-astronaut-recruits-twitter/
http://mashable.com/2013/08/20/nasa-astronaut-recruits-twitter/
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